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Week 1
To begin your final paper, you should have a topic for the paper first.   The final paper is going to require you to complete a research proposal.  In this week, you should first use what you learned from the assigned readings to develop a topic.  The topic can be almost any idea in criminal justice.  If it is not appropriate at your current level, I will give you some advice.  For example, you may be interested in studying why domestic violence offenders cannot stop their crimes.   Or you may consider studying what led some teenagers to began their drug abuse.  While you decide your research topic, you should describe the purposes why you choose the topic and what theories (you learned in the past) can be applied to support your study interests.  Your final research proposal paper will be developed over the weekly course examinations and discussions.  In other words, your research ideas will be exchanged in the discussion forums with your classmates; and you will gradually complete sessions that are covered in a research proposal over the next few weeks.  You may refine your ideas according to what you have learned from the readings and what you have been commented on from the class discussions and my comments.  With this process, your final research proposal paper may be greatly benefited from others’ comments so that you can make it as clear and robust as it can possibly be.  Your classmates can be quite helpful in assisting the completion of your research paper through the class discussion.
(2-4 pages of your final paper may come from this session)
Here are some questions I offer to help you start your final paper:
1. Consider that you are discussing your interesting topic with the class (assuming others might read your paper) about what topic would you like to research?  I strongly advise you to read some of Hartley’s (one of the textbooks) selected research papers to have an idea of what a criminological research topic can be and learn to imitate their writing style and tone in your paper.  The final paper (research proposal) that you plan to execute in the next few weeks needs what you will learn from most of the course topics.  While you choose a topic, you are suggested to overview the assigned readings that help you consider essential conditions so your future proposal is executable.  Currently, you should decide your topic and be clear about what are the purposes of your proposed research.
2. Consider what theory you will apply to your research? Explain and justify why this theory (or theories) could be a good choice to guide your study.  Somewhat you should explain why not other theories to be adopted.
3. What hypotheses will you test in your research?
4. Can this research paper is "executable" and "affordable" (in terms of the capability of learned knowledge, monetary cost, and time)?

Week 2
Work Ahead: Topic-related Suggestions for Final Paper (TSFP)
It is a good idea to save a copy of the weekly TSFP for future references to help formulate your research proposal.
Since you have a topic now, you should seriously think about what research method/design to be used for your study. There is NO perfect research design; however, there are better ones, depending on what your topic is and what resources you have. That is, there is the best fit between a topic and a method.  Our class is a quantitative methods class, so you are asked to consider quantitative methods as the major choices. Among quantitative methods, you may use an experimental method, a self-administered survey, a mailed survey, or a face-to-face survey, etc.  Each of the above-mentioned methods prefers different types of sampling procedures, population, question design, and analytical strategies.  Our readings have many detailed descriptions and explanations of those methods.
Between the last topic and this topic, there is an important session, Literature Review, that is to examine what the past studies have found related to your research.  Your chosen theory/theories can be included in this session to provide some empirical review of how the chosen theory/theories had been supported by past studies.  The Literature Review may be ranged from 2 to 5 pages.
2-4 pages of your final paper may come from what you learn from this topic.
            After you finish the assigned readings, you should find that many conditions are to be considered for your choice of research design. Please answer these questions.
What research method/design (as described in Harvey’s chapters 3, 6 & 7, and the other two textbooks for reference as well) will you choose?  Please tell the class your reasons and justifications (why are your chosen methods better than the others).
Please discuss your chosen method/design and analyze its strengths and weakness in your final paper writing.  How are you going to take advantage of those strengths and avoid those weaknesses?
Are there other alternatives you may consider in case your current choice does not work well?  At what point do you think that it is about time to consider the other alternatives?

Week 3
After you finish your assigned readings, please consider these questions to assist your final paper
measurements of variables:
1. What variables do you have to design measures for the research?  How do you conceptualize
these variables (your definitions and operationalization of these measures)?  You may review
how the prior studies examined these variables.
2. If you consider measures that were developed by other researchers, you should explain what
makes you think those measures you will adopt from the literature are suitable for your research
variables.
3. If you do develop your own measurements for the variables, how do you know they are good, or
at least good enough?
4. What types of scales will you adopt for your research variables?  You may have to use several
different scales for different variables. Please discuss them all with your reasons and
justifications.
5. Please try to define a variable (for example, domestic violence or depression) and describe what
behaviors are covered under this term.  You may check the literature for your references.
6. In a study, there should be few independent variables, and at least one dependent variable along
with some control variables (so the relationships between independent and dependent variables
are examined to be truly existed, not spurious ones).  The selection of independent and
 
dependent variables is from your research interests; however, the selection of control variables
should be your careful consideration. In general, the control variable is those variables that are
commonly related to both independent and dependent variables.  What control variables will you
adopt for your study and WHY?
Week 4
This week we will consider strategies for selecting samples.  In an everyday situation, we often use some examples to illustrate our points. While these examples can be convincing, their representativeness of the overall population is questioned. In other words, they can be special cases so that others can use some opposite examples against your points.  In scientific research, we should choose cases that can “represent” the population we intend to study.  For example, if you plan to investigate Houston Police Department officers’ attitudes towards the death penalty, you should consider how many officers to be selected for your research and how will they be chosen.  In order to have a representative sample, there are lots of situations to consider so that your samples can represent the overall HPD population, not a biased sample.  When we plan a survey, one of the key considerations is that we should have at least 100 cases for the survey in order for meaningful statistical analysis. If the population is large (i.e. thousands), OR if there are many variables to be surveyed, we should consider greater sampled cases. At least, each variable should have 10-30 cases on averages. 
(3-5 pages are expected, double-spaced with one-inch margins on all sides, APA format for the text and citations)
1. How many samples do you plan to get for your research (explain why)?
2. What is your sampling process? Please describe the process in as detail as possible.  While you decide your sampling methods, you should carefully consider all the possible difficulties you may encounter.
3. Please JUSTIFY your sampling process?

